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Mayapple Press, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 147 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. Poetry. MENDELEEV S MANDALA begins in pilgrimage and ends in pilgrimage, but nowhere in-
between does it find a home. Logic is the lodestar, as these poems struggle to make sense out of chaos. Jessica
Goodfellow reimagines stories from the Old Testament, Greek mythology, and family history by invoking muses
as diverse as Wittgenstein, Newton, the Wright Brothers, and an ancient Japanese monk. In the title poem,
Mendeleev s periodic table, sparked by fire and by trains, sees the elements of the world come into focus as a
geometric pattern that recalls the ancient mandalas, also blueprints of an expanding universe as a whole.
Throughout this book, Goodfellow uses and misuses mathematics, cosmology, biology, and etymology to push
the boundaries of poetic form in a manner that mimics how time and tragedy push the human form to its
limits. An examination of the history of clocks reveals that the human body is the ultimate clock. Aging, physical
deterioration, and the disintegration of relationships are experienced as a ratio of what can and what can t be
seen- the slow calamity of vision loss, both literal and metaphorical. Yet, despite the gravity of their themes,
these poems are oEen heartbreakingly funny. Vacillating wildly between the consultation of gurus, monks, and
fortunes tellers, and the chasing of reason as redemption in the face of impermanence, this book is equal parts
wander and wonder. Welcome to the pilgrimage. This book is a library whittled down to a message in a bottle.
Here is a poet who has boldly refused to abide to the expectations of genre--but instead, pushes language and
form as a means of asking the most urgent questions. The result is a courageous...
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