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.officers. In five years they surveyed and delineated no less than
30,000 miles of coast. There is no branch of his Majesty s service
more arduous in its nature or more important in its
consequences than nautical surveying. As it requires abilities
above the common, and is directly conducive to the safety of
navigation, and consequent activity of commerce, so itis on
both accounts peculiarly entitled to public encouragement.
England, glorying in the victories of her navy, may also justly
boast that in this department, --in the work of peace, --it is also
pre-eminent. Other nations may maintain hydrographieal
establishments on a more liberal or splendid scale, and give to
the claims of science a little of that consideration which British
Parliaments bestow solely on pecuniary interests. But the
enlightened liberality of a government cannot in such a case
supply the place of practised seamanship...
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