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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: .as an excuse for rambling, instead of so skilfully
subordinating them to the main purpose as to reproduce new variations on the central theme, he is clearly in
error, or is at least aiming at a lower kind of excellence. And this, it may be said at once, seems to be the most
radical defect in point of composition of Landor s Conversa tions. They have the fault which his real talk is said
to have exemplified. We are told that his temperament disqualified him for anything like sustained reasoning,
and he instinctively backed away from discussion or argument. Many of the written dialogues are a prolonged
series of explosions; when one expects a continuous development of a theme, they are monotonous
thundergrowls. Landor undoubtedly had a suEicient share of dramatic power to write short dialogues
expressing a single situation with most admirable power, delicacy, and firmness of touch. Nor, again, does the
criticism just made refer to those longer dialogues which are in reality a mere string of notes upon poems or
proposals for reforms in spelling. The slight dramatic form binds together his pencillings from the margins of
Paradise Lost or Wordsworth s poems very pleasantly, and enables him to give additional eEect to vivacious
outbursts of praise or censure. But the more elaborate dialogues suEer grievously from this absence of a true
unity. There is not that skilful evolution of a central idea without the rigid formality of scientific discussion
which...
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