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and in most cases they can be used equally well. Thus, in colour making, sodium compounds are chiefly
employed. The cyanogen compounds are an exception; their potassium compounds are used exclusively.
Potassium Compounds. --The potassium compounds which are chiefly used in colour making are potassium
carbonate (potashes, pearl-ash), potassium hydroxide (caustic potash), potassium nitrate (saltpetre),
potassium tartrate (tartar), and potassium ferrocyanide and ferricyanide (yellow and red prussiate of potash).
The cyanogen compounds have peculiar properties. We shall describe them separately after the potassium and
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