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indexed. Not illustrated. 1869 Excerpt: .one from the other on the scale of that figure. The diBerence of-position
would correspond to a shifting of the line, p a, around S, the end, a, moving upwards, through an angle of 2 11 .
The latter diBerence is one which could be wholly accounted for, not Only by assuming a very minute error in
the determination of the radiant-point of the November shooting-stars, but by assuming very slight errors in
the observations made upon comet I., 1866, during the time that it continued visible in our skies. No reasonable
doubt can exist that the meteors and the comet form a single system. And, by the way, it is worth noticing, that
as the comet passed its perihelion early in January, 1866, it had travelled the best part of the way towards the
point, 1, in November, 1866; so that we passed through a point (23) removed some four hundred millions of
miles from the nucleus of the comet. In 1865, on the contrary, the earth passed through a point much nearer to
the head of the comet, but in advance of it. And now let us consider for a moment the actual volume of the
space which is occupied by cosmical bodies, aggregated with greater or less density, and forming what we now
know as the November meteor-system. In the first place, we must, I think, dismiss the notion that there are gaps
or breaks in the system. A consideration of all the...
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