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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Dew-Ponds They say that there is at least one
wandering gang of men, who will construct for the modern farmer a dew-pond which will contain more water
in the heat of summer than during the winter rains. The space hollowed out for the purpose is first thickly
covered with a coating of dry straw. The straw is in turn covered by well-chosen, finely-puddled clay, and the
upper surface of the clay is then closely strewn with stones. The margin of the straw has to be effectually
protected by the clay, since if it becomes wet it will cease to attract the dew, as it ceases to act as a non-
conductor of heat and becomes of the same temperature as the surrounding earth. This would, of course,
follow quickly if a runnel or spring were allowed to drain into the pond. The puddled clay is chilled by the
process of evaporation, and the dry straw prevents the heat of the earth after a hot day from warming the clay.
It is very certain, however, that many alleged dewponds are not formed on this plan. This description, it will be
observed, clearly presupposes that dew is formed out of aqueous vapour already existing in the atmosphere, so
that if Dr. Aitken s theory is correct, it would seem that a new name is needed to describe water that is
precipitated out of the atmosphere in such a case, without the intermediate condition of mist or cloud. Such
might be called invisible mist. Some remarks by G. G. Desmond in the Nature Notes Column of the Daily News
gave a different arrangement for the basis of the dew-pond....
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