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New Book. The evolutionist Ernst Mayr considered August
Weismann one of the great biologists of all time. Yet the man
who formulated the germ plasm theory that inheritance is
transmitted solely through the nuclei of the egg and sperm
cells has not received an in-depth historical examination.
August Weismann reintroduces readers to a towering figure in
the life sciences. In this first full-length biography, Frederick
Churchill situates Weismann in the swirling intellectual currents
of his era and demonstrates how his work paved the way for
the modern synthesis of genetics and evolution in the twentieth
century.In 1859 Darwin s tantalizing new idea stirred up a great
deal of activity and turmoil in the scientific world, to a large
extent because the underlying biological mechanisms of
evolution through natural selection had not yet been worked
out. Weismann s achievement was to unite natural history,
embryology, and cell biology under the capacious dome of
evolutionary theory. In his major work on the germ plasm
(1892), which established the material basis of heredity in the
germ cells, Weismann delivered a crushing blow to Lamarck s...
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R eviews

Completely essential read through publication. It normally does not expense excessive. It is extremely diAicult to leave
it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Mor r is Cr uicksha nk     

Undoubtedly, this is actually the very best job by any writer. It is loaded with wisdom and knowledge You will not really
feel monotony at anytime of your respective time (that's what catalogs are for concerning when you check with me).
-- Pr of . La wson Stokes IV      
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