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illustrated. 1912 Excerpt: . .. state. It was during one of the visits to Bexhill that her brother, who was recovering
from an illness, amused himself by giving his little sister lessons on astronomy. She got on so well that he went
on to teach her Euclid and algebra, My mother did not regard our studies as very serious, and was rather glad
that | should have something to keep me from my ordinary restless pursuits after beetles and butterflies. The
reigning governess protested, of course, but protested in vain, and during the whole of that winter | studied
much more of Euclid than of French grammar. When Augusta was twelve years old, it was decided she should
go to school. A sad decree it was to me, and | well remember the preparatory pangs. Of late years | had grown
into habits of interior sadness and aptitude to melancholy. | believe it was in part the dawn of the poetic
sensibility in me, and in part the absence of religious faith and hope. I felt a great crisis was at hand, a break up
of the old home life; | felt parting with it all in a way impossible to express, and during the last sad week, visited
all my old haunts with impassioned but silent anguish, watering them with my tears. The loft, the turning-lathe,
the beehives, my kitten, and my squirrel--nothing was forgotten. | shall never see them again! | exclaimed; and
when mother and sister reasoned...
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